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' TENDING TO THE 
PVBLICK GOOD OF 
This Age, and of Poſteritie, 


OR 


The Coppies of certain Letters 


written by M* Zobn Dury,to a worthy 
— Knight, athis cameſt defire. 


Shewng briefly, 


4 VVharta Publik good1s, and how by the 


beſt means of Reformation in Learning andRe- 
ligionit may be advanced to ſome: Qion. 
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For the better Information of all thoſe who are 


willing of themſelves, orintruſted by others ta 
"fr forward Piousand Learned Works, 


Life is Deaths ſeeds time, Death lifes Harveſt, as here we ſaw; ſo 
., there we reape, athare we ſett, ſo there we gather of ableſſed life, 
$5 4 death as blisfwll, 
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SiS He allowing diſcourſe is not ſo fall 
P gle and accurately expreſſed as 1 could 

& wiſh, for want of time, and by 
reaſon of manifold w pt 1 > 
but ſuch arit is, you will be pleaſed to make ake uſe 
of it. Perhaps to a pions ſoule that looketh to 
God, and his life, it may reliſh and wor 


effel. Thegraceof God be with om Fr 


Sir, 
London, the Your truly reſpe- J 
20 of Decem. hve andmoſt af- a 
16 41. feflionate ſervant jo 


in Chriſt, 
lon Dury. 
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the, publicke nod of this, Age 
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FRO man can do good to Polterity |ivk that doth 
J-8 'Know how to ſerye his own gerieration rightly. 
, © Nor cati'any man ferye his owne generation as 
he ought, ry knowerh not what his own feli- 
Ft enerition is ; and how it 
I unto. ©. Bog he that i 1s deſtitute of 
can netthex labour for himfeltc -- 1-7 2 
"happy, tor can' be reachforth = 
howcan any impart unto 4- | 
nae himſelfe partigpant ? A man then that. 4 
7 que Good, wars know, .what it is tobe 
hyt means Dealt 8 attained wht? and how 
urito Þjs gene #-' Of 'thele there; I purpoſe to 
ASL ct bel ] tpake the ri Kon, which I intendo propole 
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Epbeſe 2-.3+.: For-there we are faid.to beb 7 watare 
the deſires of the fleſh and of the minde, * Now 


are ravght,thatallthatis anche world, 15, but, the * La 
x Tobn 2. -prideinJuſt,, For Jobs laith,. that allthat is is t 


| Paths 
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43? 
And David Acleriving the wickedTardr,” PJM; $4 Frey 
eſtranged from the wombe, and go aſtray as ſome as they be born ſpea - 
wt Whence are F; eltranged ? is it not from God and hus lite ? 
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motions of his Truth, to do thas, which it ſuggeſterh unto them, and 
whereof they axe convicted in their Conſcience that it is their dury. For 


God and his; Truth: is made maniteſt ungo 5 Sia C 

Riw 1.18, 19." aid 2.77 15; afidtne{w n 
that which they know;af him) but Yetaining Gogs Truth in unrighte- 
oulnefſe ; that is to ſay, fuppreſling the motions'of Gods life, and giving 
way uno the motions of their own luſt and ſenſuall imagination ; by 
this they are cliranged from God, and draw his wrath upon their ſoules, 


Fax «be object pf Crods wrath. js yothing elle bur the 
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inxeſpe&taat we-haye our conyerlacion in the, luſk Als 
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weekpow th 


and fleſhly minde doth. cmbyace only this preſen&J 


the oye, the luſt of the fleſh, and the pride of life "wi Binge 
poſile ſaith, are not of the > orher. but of the world, 'For whi 


allo he diſſwadeth us from.cheloye, thercof, and conſequently from the 


-life which may be had therein, for. wp, Reaſors, - Fir , becauſc if we 
—lovethele things, and live in them; \the Toye and the life of the Father is 


not inus, | Secoiidly, becauſe the world doth pate away, and the luſt 
thereof but he that doth the will cf God abideth for ever. Now he doth, 
and none b:xt he doth the will of God, which abideth in his love and life, 
according to Chriſts exhortation, {ahn 15.4, 5, 6. Abide is me, and I 
in 108: as the branch cannot bare fruit of it ſelfe, exeeptit abide in the 
Vine ; no more Cn jes except ye abide in me! and. ws Tob#6. 39. 
40. This is the will of the Father, that of all which he hath given me, 


1 ſhomld loſe nothing; hd as cory er ef reth the Sorne, and beles- 
- LEL.IE. TTRTF | Ufy; «thi which are, 
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becauſeiris hot according to the willief God, whichis onely good,& re2 = 
Paineth forever, - For nothing, can; be eflcemmed truly good, but thaz 
whieh doth reavaine for, eyer,,, Fax all ggogricile being the lifeof Gog 
gr WA M4 gc lating and. immutable ;. his life in 
vs,muRallo;belike unto buyty 29d, What is not ake ro him, and perma- 
neng wich him jn-us,..38 [nope;06 bis; hut whatloever 3s trulyTike him, 
and accoming ,to. his will, 


nall allo be permaneru with him for eycr, 


For he; cannox. defirgy any thing wherein be takerh aliking, and heta« , 
kethalikeing in nothing bur inthat which is truly good,& ke vnto him- - 
ſel nin veep hs perie etare gl. curjelicity w/the life rocan.es is | 
nothing.clic bes to be hike hav, ;For Joha fauch , Is Jorhinor yer appeare. 
what we ſhall be, but we krow when he doth appeare we ſuall j# bike hin, 3 lohn3.2, 


T hen to be like (im, 1510 berruly bappy, apd to have a bcing in him, 
and to partake of his life; is co be ga9d; and nothing is truly good, bur 
only this.) Therefoxe whenthe yorldlings fay, P/a/4 4.6, 7 #ho mill 
ſrew vs any good? then the man'of God anſw not untachem, but 
unio God, to himlelfe, and ro us, faying ; Lord {ft thow up the light of 
thy conntenance upen us; for thereby thon haſt put more gladneſſe in my 
heart ,then when their Corne and Wine increaſed. Now we know the 
cheertulneſſe of a mans life, by the brightueſſe of his countenagce, . and 
bis good. ox:ill will co us, bythe cleer os cloudy. appearance. thereof tos 
ward $'s, So then, the lightiome countenance of God,is the evident ap- 
ce of his fayourable life and good purpoſe towards us;and if this be 

Nit.up upon us, that is, if we finde this ſhining over our heads,and round 
about us, or-going before us, ro dire us in our  wayes, then we know 
that his life is in us; for none' can perceive the countenance of God to 
be lift up over him, but by thelife oft God which isin him ; and when 
we. finde this lite to be inus, then, and nevertill then are we truly ha 

je; becauſe we enjoy a true and permanent good, which is the life of 
Gods preſence, wherein is fulnefle of joy, P/al,r6. 11, This. then. is thar 
good, which my one ſhould ſecke to obtaine tor himſclte, and Rudy 
to procurc through the communion of Saints unto hers, And he that 
can lerve þis generation by the procurement and furcherance of this un» 
to it, he doth truly 2dvancethe Publique Good; bur whatloever elſe 
any doth ſceke to advance towards his generation, if it be not direc! 
ſubordinate hereunto, it Is. not worth his labour 3 for all what is done *i*Þ.3-1 

belides this end is burlabour for the fire, and a wearying of themlclyes 7” 
| for very vanity, asthe Propher termeth it; who alſo-giveth this reaſun 
hereof, becauſe the earth ſoallbe filled with the knowledge of the glory 
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\doatal no profir, either to our Rives; or unts 


* groſe it for himkelſe alone, buireveiy on 
© another,” Hericeiris that thete'is no rtuer wy to'get ir: forour (elyes, 
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of Gods which! be ibGegonmaid 
= gay carth, as e watersare abundant in the Sea _ 
7 humane works a1 

inthe ki Apo} w o ſhall be over-flown and drow- 

and 3 4aS WIC \of (pirieuall watets 4 i £cOf 

famed, 08.pinhr Hort -2nd de '&$ meet vanity. . Therefore 
we ſhould take heed how we pet Bs and __y our ſelyes, and 
beſtow the precious talents which Godd to-profitwithall ; 
[eſt we weary our, ſelyes-itt the whole: of all life, for & thing of 


nothing. and beſtow i coftheleiapiur for hokAnh arvh yy and 
For it that which we do wndertake be not/| od yerean 
Jeading unto this like, which the knowledge of Ge ry- doth gpirmyos 
irwill Gor be ar Wl proficable/Berauſe ir NF nvard the firy. yall 
and judgement, Which God irrttis wrath will kindle in theſe latter daies, 
before he raiſcth up his owne Kingdome , whereit nothing ſhall be-of 
aſe, but that which ſhall be built upon the true foundation: of life everla» 


fting,which is Chriſt Jeſus; and tharwhich ſhall be! ſuch for atgr—e 
ahdr rnatter, which \will endure- and cſcape the tryallof he fire, - 


'Y Cor.7.22,13, 24, 25: | From all which by way of Recpintion 


will gather theſe conctufions towards the purpoſe in hand. 

-. 2 Thata Publique STI is nothihg elſe but the oniverſall private 
good of eyery one in the' * By that which-ſerveth the rurne 
of ſome only, although they thay be many, -and every the greater parts is 


_ ffot tobecounted truly Publique;” buttharisproperly Publique which 


is common, ant{reacheth alike vrito/all; 20d that tak truly to all, 
wherein every one hathalike neere interſt, and-whereof every one may 
be alike tenſible; which is the life of God in men ; for God's the ſame 
toalland is bir one life 1 in al, and all may and ſhould delete 


meretinhim,” 


i 2 Tharnonecan 4cbits this good to hiets/ FI lefſe © all,that 
doth not ſecke it for himlelfe, andin ſome meaſure purchaſe it, atleaſt by 
arraining-to the true loyeot” it, and by a willingneſſe to do any thing 
that lyerh-in his powet;' forthe adyinceiicnt "it, a3 well towards 0- 
thets, 25 rowards himfelfe. For as iris'an"tihiVerfall good; none can en< 
+10/partake'ef it with 
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ng wo bell wo perote re org Ne. 


hs we wy 


ſome particular thing.and ways. I men deluxe to beetaken aurice 
| ated yy rey {15 per Gool; whyeh they 


ood.; that( I fay) allf are nothing bur cars. 
nal «Which is inconliltc..r with, the life of God t.ſo that ex- 


cept there be 4 fingle:purpole to ſecke this Good .ablalutely for it ſelfthee 
it may become common toal; & to ſeeke nothing with it beſides it ſelf, 
lea: be not entireglag mixed with aimes of 2 pature;&to ſceke 
all oxber/things for it. Jeakt; ome gcher thang/be valued more then it, 
add it, beepme 47 our mitde ſubordinate unto matters of a baſe nature ; 
except (-1 fay allchis bee, . the indeavour will neyer reach the end for 
which it muſt be undertaken ; nor receive a bleſſing from God to come 


ions, becauſe, ic js, anpoſſible that, God, or Gods worke 
| $.cngs ; or chat he ſhould ſuffer him 
(@l&in biz: worke10- men tor pcixae [ends wichour dif- 


covering the deceit of their praftiſes by ſome manifeſt judgement or o+ 
ther, ' And:tbis ivghe cauſe why God dorh bring he fire triall upon. 
a his great worke which he is abour. 
Ime-2 fos we are taught: EA, 2, concerning the Kingdome of 
Godwhenir ſhall be raiſed ; that the lofty laokes of men ſhall be hum- 
bled;andthe haughcineſſe of men ſhall be bowed downe, and the Lord 
alc: > ſhall be exaled iathat day, that all height and high things ſhall 
Nodpe,and 21l Idolls (a which ous ſelte-imaginations arctobe. 
reckoned) ſhall be aboliſhed atthe preſence of the glory of his Majefiys 
when he ſhall ariſeto ſhake terriblely che earth, Theretore in aiming at 
> 9 we muſt ceaſe from all ſelfe ; and ceaſe fromall men, whoſe 

redth is in his nefirils, for wherem is he 20 be accounted in the worke 
{Thus having; Gled; the aime which ought to be had in ſeeking 2 
Publiquie good 3 Jet i's EY mes that keadethereunto, 
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- Themeanes to attaine, unto che, lite of God is none ather bur 
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«1, 'Colof, 2.9; þ 


forin him aloneis-4he fulneile of the Goghead: bodily, and iris the *© **17* 
| har. jn bimg/all- falnefſe, ſhould dwell, Theres 
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<d inthe fate of Jak 5 vhEreE. wee 
ſerve ot the Apolile Goth i of hirrſefe ;' andthereft of ible Aw 
make himielte knowne uns 
therk : And is lie mate him elfe lrncto vary: $ he 4" 
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fi Thi the eh where 'Godis made minifeft uno'us , is 
dLonartret (5 GraceotGod,; 
o kriew Hit * 264: not of 
, or when' aie' ed unto us by o« 
Woogie hy og rotmfurer Ss 
ct "iſe of the tmetnes Wheteby oy br" ne pas Frag rggn doe. 
 Thndly, That the place SER Ga doth Mine is's nceidlicane); rthac 
- = prune” Center and Seate of this living ſoule ; 'where' the ſpirits 
out of the blood, in che materiall heart ; So there ae fpiics 
afifing oi of the mindings ofthe loule, in the hearr ot our] which 


ole 6 KL eein ras the 
NE citethk manner;Hhow Ged did 
hiccayus 
endo hon NY eva nie 
F ahPor t =, *ci:oba 2d fre 1 0%. 
daikenefſe;ral! Ir pIEalE: ( Zo 
{tor he'tanth thar Godddorts ſhincwheze- 
5 mn4isthar we ſhould®bee able wo! alivta# 
 INEOBES to Us: 
his life are begorcen,” For as there be mareriall ſpiris riſing 
zs cohſtience; _ in the conſcience God omen rh org | 
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joys ww _ þ 
|! : Bouichly,/Thar the eff: fot which Godidoth ſhink 11 6iir heart; Is/th Mt 
given lig | God isnothing but lighe,' arid in hivt is no' d*rknefſe da 
aralt's i # light, which is inacceſſible, which ns inaa | 
hach ſeerie nor can ſec; excepr God give him eyes toſee it. | For Chrift 


faich) Adarb 74 n1'u7% No man khroweth the Sow but the Father, nerther 
hnawtth wiy 1841 he Farber flops the Son, wid he to whon the Sen will 
revealyhiv. Theretore although Ged doth{hine both in himſelfe ard 
rowards us; yer hemay beunperceptible and unperceived eyen by thafe = — | 
chatare hisown, exerpohebe pleated tobivethechelighr of perception. 1gha ; 4 | 


For it is Eodgtharnoronly rhe lighrſbinerh i darknreſſe, and thic'dark- 
nefſe con 'n0F-;\ ks chayithis'mrue light cartic "<a 
world; 2nd was not known bythe world,and tharit carrie uncotits'g\wn, 
and was not received by them, but ro1uch as received i, the-priviledge 
of beingithe Sonvof God was given by it, *Now then the ability of rg» 
ceiving or perceiving the light whe ir ſhitieth, s alſo the gift of Gol; 
fos open olureyes to perceive his hight,” and except tas fect fol- 
lowupow his ſhicng in our hearts, - Fay, except this reflexive AR of 
perceivin thislight be granted by God; and freely given tO us, we Cafie 
not appeehend his life and being in us, although he ſhould ſhine other- 
wile never rem ria Whence apain'weſce, thatitis rioriof him; 
munnerhor:villech, bur of God rt Yorh thew raercy 


j 


abid. v.93, 
10, ti, 


y. And rhat i 
one Actor char will ſerve our turiie/ asto have” Gtite begining, arid 
CO Canola our ſelves ;- bur there muſt be a continued 6 
Grace; for Grace thar is of ene Grace, fitted ro embrace and'tmake uſe 
of adother Grace;n namely, ofa latter Grato to orpey het 
forqg:we'carinor will nor know anything of the lite and {ight of 9) 
firſt; fo. weweannar performe-any thing anlwerable t6:char lite and light, Phil.2, ty: 
except God alſo give'the performance according to- his/ owne good 
nj Biftly;Thar this/lightis rheAightof knawledge ;/-now to know is 
ha anddes the underſtarid?g is the Tarye ts 
ich theeycisintebodys Asthe eyerher,when it is not >; 1 /.:4 
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BOMHA the e7F in bodily maners... I En. 
concurre towards the apprehenſion of things in-their bodily ſhape 
Z + cn bei eyc; ſuch 7 <a ace, intellectually uf CONGUITERK LO 
oY 3-4 : Yards AQ otknowledge.in te enderBanding-: 
oa of thly, Thazths objec ob this knowledge | Aa of Gods. The 
b ys of, Lo is che. npaviteſted excellencie.: and the evident c 
Hi apd of. lis nature. .So when:CHoſes Exod. 7 3: 18odeſt- 
ald ſhew him his.glory ; ; Grad anſwereth 
ol wy eta poſe before hes, and 
et St epi ry uu pe 
| & aud £2 evitoh and Know is 
FE Eh is cf his. nature, for x gs ks of every thing is 
the name Th isthe, rwaaite(tation of his Glory, 
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 glory:of God is ro be-leen-in;the face of Jells 


Sexenthly, That 
Chriff-3,The face gf, Chuiltis ghe ardkice ofthis 
ite, » hich he is.d me the {capers he men;z Faijmgege T7 


_ diſcemedby their faces one from another: now. Chriſt.is to be difccr- 
ned Thom. all o:her menin 1 that he is 2 {pi ixuall man, Os 


aCor.5.29 4 the 
Qixiſtrecopei 
| Hig. v.26, Sn TY: 
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Et La ee nn 
Farher, - And} Chrift ws io bileivokim , that he is iw eds 

Pather; and Deane rens norwiltche Fatherbe be ſecacdn any bur Iohn 14," 
inHim, i» whow anly bei well ,and whom we ſhould hear onbis 9319, 12, 
behalfe, Afarth, 17. - and becauſe he alone i is theexprefſe upper ch Ho 


andthe” of 'hisglory,) Heb. 1: 
beifeend in any buyinthim'; Ah which fainke hs isthe only 
Janet co attaine unto che life vo God, for be only can oiverhe lighef 
lifero ſuchascome to himrand follow:him, 7ob.8.r2:and 7 Fpbeſ $51 4- 
And'thusxwe have underfoodthe manner how the life of the-Bather 
is tobe known in the Son, Newfoltowets the way, how by-char know* 
ledgeche life ofthe Father is conveyed rhroogh the Son unto us;* This is 
2 Cor; 3:78. thus Sanyo, => face, beholding az 
in a glaſſe Sem web Paton inbors pts emp. e 
Bethe pate dot wo pa Fond: Where we muſt oblerye 
Ave ron ries waticy: become' of the 
lo! Gbwtin Cn? hich itt in otros andthe fame, 
alrtiough'there be differences of degrees, inthe participation. thereat, 
Bur here the ſubſtance of the matrer-is declared in'thefe paniculars, ' *: 
+1 Bird, Thac all Chriſtians are patricipanfofthis liſt; «tor-he fairk we 
on bimlelſ&as2 Chrittian TE. Yor fee. Pet 3. 
at one faith, and one hope; and one {ſpirit + therefore the 
nv are faid to have obtained Fai with the Apos i Cor. r2. 
_ carry arvend vowed — ; Gtbe fad, char —”—_ 13+ 


operas meal omaanoawid. foo be 
faitb,hatvrit1n optn face wobetichi;That ixto fayatarthe face ofeur | 
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#lythpathy rs bes 
nto 1 ſelfe; oy vÞ # I5. = C5 ,p 


Chrftitonfirthcth #1,*0 whar? to'be Lonfra te to his death, , For 
when cheſoule {teeth his gre To ES) Tt” Exntiot poſhb but ir muſt 
needs lovehwragfin ; x ties ove's. an ry 1 vr 


feAons(s Which theehaf _ mn Fet pies 

thingbeloveU dotlireceive: PN Wire tit i ns - ji 
Souls are wansformed” intothe fre 9 age A Hs eptrceers'| 
Chriſt 2 Ren this pad! owl PMA, 2I, Epheſ. 5. I, 2. 


and KLE 2,3 10:1F, 

8. be my rotfi gloty ro gk hips a of fep or de 
gree of v16ty er. For Chitt is the Which Taceb faw, Gen, 
238. 12, 4g NN hack were (leps reaching from earth ynto'heayen; that 
is to ſay from the loweſt eſace of #temporall; to the higbeſtof anQer- 
rall bemg.” And upon theſe fteps the:Angtls afcended aid deſcended; 
theſe Angels are our ſpirituall oxſeogers lent up to God, and his graci- 
ous anfivers ſerie down! upon tis: Thefeps 3nd degrees are 1nthe life 
which we livEin Chrift Jes; the motiors'cf ſpiricua/l growth, wherby 

in the daycs of his fleſh he was daily mortified in reſpet of rhe outward 
man. 2nd quickned by the Spirit in che arward; to which mortification 
and quickning, we become able by din one ates 
of glory ory. toanother ; becauſe he=to inthe Eyes of Yveſh, went by 
the ſame progreſſe alwayes fem eartht5 heaven, til he came | ; te 
his Father, from whence'he camefoh.” 
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who ſent him into;the world, Tohn 6. 33 Thus penn 
Ree 72k | 
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TRE tousby. 

ation, we Will i ET 27" PIR FF, | 
that. as.che of God is wo ought pro 

cod all; rg Chrilh,as he is . Spirinigil man, is the only meangs co. 
c 

Ina Thar that life ; purchaſed in Chriſt by none nther ways but 

by the ER of God, & hd the Ulumination of our ſoulcs. with 


knowled 
doth refle immediately upon the 


Thi, That this knowledge 
glory 'of God , as upon his proper objc&, which is to be manifeſted inthe 


heart of man. 


Founhly, That to wake this manifeſt i$ our hen the face of | 
R | ray Chuilt mult be'ſceg by go a 


, That to behold Criſt, fa 
Mi: om the <1 uy hi mult þ we malt bays ap. opent - 


lencics of bis ſpiriwall life in the gaile & bro noſuen 
[lbabtany emplazion ; 
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ppineſſe to be fog akis, 


ahd propagated unto poſterity. ; | 
Thus bj diſcovered therrue. aime of 2. publique good , and che 
means by which we muſt attain thereunto z let us proceed to the erte 
deayours Which . may be uſed towards the propa ating ofthis, unto the 


men. of this generation,chat by them it may be adyanced unco poſterity, 
(1 6 att Of the third. 

| Iwehave wited how gracious the Lord is, andre ealy come uhts 

him aslively tones, to be built up a ſpiritual houſe, anda holy Pricſt- 


hood, to offer up penal _Sacritices acceptable to God, through Jeſus x Per, x. 5] 


Criſt ; then we.ſhall be fit ro propagate this life unto others, and net 
elſc ; for the means by which it 1s propagated unto others, is none other 
bus to labour, | we ans ph MA mragie a Tg ole 
w WE are rsO ife of God; may ſhin Un 
to wed She chants the ce of God, may add Bey ee 12h 
the ſame, This endeayour hath chree chiefe parts.  Thefirſt is the care 
of ayoyding offences, The ſecond of giving good example, by going 
before others in godlinefle. The third, of making the Rule and doQtine 
by 1 we walke, ty avoyd the evil), and dn the good Enoywn tO eyc= 
ry one, | 
Theſe three parts of this endeayour, are expreſſed Phz/. 2, 1 5, 16. 

thus. Be blameleſſe and harmles as the Sonzoſ God, without rebuke, 
in the midſ# of a crooked and perverſe Nation, amongſt whons ſhing ye as 
lights in the world, bolding forth the jyord of Life. Except we ludy to 
be in all things without icandall and offence, as it becometh the Sons 
of God, amongſt the Sons of men ; the good which we doſhall be e» 
vill ſpoken of, and become unprofitable, See Rops, 14. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
And if we give no good example by our life in the proteſſjon of the Go» 
ſpell, all. our DoArine ſhall be blaſted, and we jultly fuſpeRed, and not 
worthy to be heard or taken notice of for teachers of Truth, Sec Math, 
7,16.21. John 10. 34, 5+ Ret] 
s then,the endeayour to be withour offence, is a preparatiyeto make 
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the 


* by which the profeffion: is| regulared, As 


Ind. | 

: 5 preparative toWards the propoſal ofthe DoQrine of Truth, by which 
- Fi wedpe of Chriſt nf ar ornert unto.the World; that fo many as 
Ged ſhall be pleaſed to enlighten and call out of the world, by thatknow. 
Jedge may be joyned to him, and'made' partjcipant of his life.” Theſe 
three endeayours comprehend all the obje&ts,which in the profeſſion and 
preaching of the Goſpel, are to be ſtudied by eurlelyes, and infited Up= 
on towards others, . For in a word, it is e A mea*s of the Goſpel;thac 
Chriſt is to be made'known unto the world ; For the Goſpel 55 the powey 
of Got unto ſalvation, to every one that beleewerh, Rom. 1.16, And 

cing that'in the wiſedome of God, the world by wiſedome knew not God, 
v2 pleaſed God by the faoliſhnes of preaching, to ſave them that belteve, 


' 2 Cor. x. 21. Now im the Goſpel there be twothings. Firſt there is 


he doing of. the Truth for| our felyes, and then the | ubliſhing of the 
Faotc for others: The doihg of the Truth, isthe profeſſion of the Goſpel, 
und thepubliſhing of it vnto others; "is the preaching of the Dodtrine, 
fr the'profeſſion, we fee it 
hath two parts ; Thefirſtis a care to be blamelefle and harmleſſe with- 
our offence and rebnke towards all men; Theecond, is the prattile of 
Piety.ro do goodro all, and goe before others, to lead theiti on towatds 
rhelife' of God. ' Whence we'muſt gather, that all manner of endea- 
Yours and undertakings, which terd direAly ro "advance and perfect 
any of theſe three objegs , ſhould 'be' counted truly endea- 
yours, ahd fitto be ſupported in this Age, and trankmitted to Poſterity, 
"And thermore neere any endeayour or undertaking doth' come tr reach 
any of thee nds, lie 1xrvak wuilphat ali! perf it is © be eſteemed 
in goodneflgz as comming neereſt unto the life of God, Here then the 
'endeayours tending to the adyancemert of the Goſpel, ſhould be ſought 
out and ranked according to the ſubordination and relation, which theſe 
marrets haye ohe towards.another ; | arid all towards the manifeſtation 
of thelife of Cod invs; by the knowledge of Felts Chriſt *inr the Go- 
ſpell.” Unto the matter'of harmleſneſſ* ard blamelefle converfation; bes 
Tohgeth the endeavour of peaceableneſſe, and of becoming all thin 
"unto all men in that which 1s lawfull, as the Apoftle telleth us he did, 
I Cor. 9.19. 24. | | | | 
The endeavour of Peaceablenefſe, is 2 ſtudy wheteby we ate dire= 
ted howto 2yoyd the occaffons of firife, in refpeR of our ſelves, and to 
bring othefs whv re at variance unto a peaceable and harmlefſe diſpo- 
tition, Theſe edeavours, are proper CharaRers of the Song of God; 
forin the place foremen:ioned, the Apoftlc maketh the in-offenſiveneſſe 
ot our conertion;robe thg property ofthe Sons of God, Aud Chiſ 
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kith, that the Peacemakersare bleſſed, becauſe they ſhall be called the 
$otw of God; Math: 5.9. Thus theu we muſt conclude, that the endea- 
yours rending totake away offences and ſcandalls from amongſt Chri-" 


Rians, and tending to cauſe them avoyd frite and debates, and tending, 
eo make peace amongſt them, and to bring them to the unity of the Spi-. 
git; by a reconcilement of differences inthe Truth, are under takings and 
endeayours, immediately conducing to the furtherance of the Golpel, 
and conſequently tothe letling forward of the life of God amongſt men. 
For God; is the God of peace, and hath no tellowſhip with eyill, butis 
harmlcfle and. good unto all.; for even unto thoſe that are unworthy of 
his goodneſle, he cauſerh his Sun ro ſhine, Therefore Chriſt exhortech 
all his Diſciples ro. be like his and cheir heavenly Father in this; That 
they ſhould be peaccable, innocent,and do good unto all, eyenunto their 
Enemies and perſecutors, Z{ath, 5. 38. till rhe end, . Unto the ſecond 
part ofthe, protefſion, which is the Tory” of Piety , belongeth the zeal 
ofadvancing the Kingdom of God;and ſertingforrh the ina ge of Chriſt 
unto/ the, world in Righteoulneſſe and hohinefſe : This is ſomewhat 
more thento be unblameable, by ayoyding ſcandalls and-ftrite ; tor it 
doth.imp!y. morcoyer a.care tending to the cdification of many, by way 
of exampls,coleadathers to pertection, in the duties belonging to our 
<hriſtian.calling.z for we are bound to ſhe others the life of the Spirit 
by our walking, ſo that they may be able to diſcerne in us, the powers 
of another life then that is, whereby this world is upheld ; for this 
. world being led by luſt and/ſelfe-conceited greameſſe, and wholy igno= 
ranciof the life of «Rnd. mu} hea ronvifted hy che lifs of the Spirit; that 
Shizae > « Lyzucr Rate, & more perfect happineſle which.the, Saiats of Golf 
enjoye in the beautics of holinefle, and in their communion with the Fa- 
ther; and wich the-Sonne, then thar State wherein worldlings take plea- 
ſure :, when therefore we know,a::d carneſtly Rudy, to walke ſo as it be- 
commeth the. Cnilens of Heayen 1n our private and publike converfati- 
on ; doing all chings as in the preſence of God by vertue of the Coyenane 
' made betwixt him and us in Jeſas Chriſt ; then wee fulfill the ſecond 
- part of our profeſſion of the Golpel ; and whatſoever undertakings ma 
edireftly tend to adyance the knowledge and the praiſe of this kind of 
lite amongſt men,. is moſt anſwerable unto cheayme of a publike good, 
and ought by all meanes to be ſer forward towards poſterity. | 
_.., The thirdthing belonging tothe advancement of the Goſpel of Chrift, 
: Is the ſetting forth of the DoQtrine of Truth ; wherein all the grounds of 


Ty 606rer are to be laid. open unto the world: That they my 


oa 


bs +— 4A--* - 


OY 
$1 { -#14) 


Gas YER } 4 ryan 


Gao 


EUTTITYY i HER GT PEER 
het errand Fac. geth fun y the Paſtoral charge over 
of the wordin ſeaſon & Git of ſeaſon, 


ROI on » by exhortation andre A Grader 


and threarning, and more particularly : The inall Grip which 
tendeth to Ea. 5965 enfarge, and maintaine the knowledge of Divine 
Truth revealed in the Scriptures, the ebjeRt of which charge ſhould nor 
be {0 a as now pon acayes it is almoſt wholy ) the Refuration of forme 
exrours, and the handling of cerraine common places ; bur it ſhould ra« 
thertend pe the ſetting forth ofthe hidden wiſedortie of God ywhich 
is revealcd.in the written word , not as it is the miniſtery of _— aj 
which wapy doe onely attend and infift upon, bur as it is 

the Spiric in the new Coyenant, wherein ion things are with 

yall words explained ; and being compared with the things of a Fo 
Wne nature and ptoperty, they unfold the hidden miſty of which God 
10 ata” for our glory before the world beganne, In the 
i” this miſtery according to the Scriptures ; the DoQtinall char could 
chicfely beck employed, and not in agitating with yoluminons difputatio 
after a Schal: call way, patticularcontoyerfies ; for if this wilcdowe 
whexcoſthe Apoſtle doth ſpeake, 1 Cor. 2. arid he Miniſter [wewg 

xit whereofhee yore 2 Cox, 3. were really arrendet 

"Yeo ;, all pet conroverte wherein men "end ele ied life 
Sehola ſhes ly in Philoſophicall notions without an profit tothe m—_ 


Say.pod decided ar an inſtant ; becauſe the' 
Ts "ru th'ot the VELIALL 223 ulew Opiz i wwcall and perſol wiledome Gd 


darrh is hidden in the Myſtery of Godlincfle, is as a Stine in ©oriiþia 
riſon of a datke Lai Ree whereutto the particular firaines 'tind riot 
yon I of followed now adayes are to bereſetmbled. "Whatſoeyer 


his kind PE offi and the zon'of the hidden wit. 
dome of God in a myltery according to the teſtimony of the Scriprores ; 
that muſt be eſteemed a reall furtherance ofthe Go and conſequent- 
ty a publicke + En the glory of God tithe 
bÞfe of Jelus Chxiſt. 

From whence finally this concluſion tobe inferred, Thattop 
Sorour ſelves, ahd to im thei of to others the profeſſion and 
_pxeachiog of the Goſpel muſt ber maintained and adyanced unto thi gee 
- Kexatjor Ty ein mat ces HR land 


ore may tend direaly d'un the advancement of 


£8, 


the endeayors of Ecclefiaſticall Pacification, and taking away of ſcatte 
dales and differences among Proteſtants firſt, and then alfo if itbee 


CE ke? Univerfiry ; and enc in Londow at Siew or Orefſhans Cole 


' | dins of evi 

g of good, and whar is not direCtly ſubordinate eo fon of ns 

x wok hangtexmgtante ny wa webner per erpioenier's we 
it helpeth us not unto art of our incefle 5 whi 13 tO partake 

the age God in the knowledge of Chil, Wh Y 

Haying thus opened the grounds of that whichT am topropoſe ; now 

1 will make the motion which I ſappoſe will commend it ſelfe, as terj< 

ding direQly unto this moſt eminent publique good of this age and of 


itY\« 

Firkh then if wee beleeye what hath beene ſaid, and know that a. man 
& firſt naturall, and then ſpiritual ; Irhinke it fix tomoye that afliftance 
may be givenas well by way of councell as by outward ſupport, unto 
thoſe that labour for the rectifying of mens naturall parts, by ng 
and facilitating all the meanes of humane learning for the ſchooles 
well of old as young Schollers, For the great defects and errors inthe 
manner ofteaching, 8c in the matters which are taught, which are inferior 
and ſuperior Schooles, breede evill habits, and make the Soules of men 
unfit for the apprehenſion of the miſtery of Godlinefle inthe profeſſion 
of the Goſpel. Therefore to helpe the remoyeall of theſe, and to frame 
aright courſe for the education of children, and forthe perfection of 
humane Learning, is a moſt laudable publique goed worke afjyell for 


Secondly, E rhinke ic fit to-rmove that alliftance may be given towards 


mr amongſt all other Chriſtians, that the firſt part of our. Eyange- 
icall profeſſion may be ſer forward to ſome perteRion:And the aſſiſtance 
to be given to this nueva RIO TohwuallCaynctl 
which by men of Spiritua uggeſted tothe Agents 3 
apr Or com le conyerſation towards all mers ( ure 
eyery one is bound to intend for himlelfe ) though different in judge= 
ment from each other, a ſupply of meanesto maintaine the | 
dency andthe Printing of treatiſes and letters ; without which the nego« 
tiation of this martex towards Divines will bee wholly lame and imper+ 


Thirdly, I moye for the exeQing of a profeſſorſhip of Prafticall Di- 
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taken'out of all the Prafticall-yriters'of this latter ape : which is athing 


rtwch defired by forraigne Divines, a5 may appeare by" their x to 
thateffeA ſubſcribed'with many hands'and ſent'to rhe learned Diyines, | 


andthe Patrons of Godlinefſe and learning in Exgland. ' By which 
meanes the ſecond part of our Evangelicall profeſſion-will bee much 
adyanccd towards ſome perte&ion, chictely in thoſe that are deſirous to 1 
leade a' godly life, | 
: "Laftly I move for the erefting of a LeEturein London which ſhould 
tntend ro teach the common people the way how to make ſc of Serip» | 
ture by reading and meditating in their ordinary courſe ; and ſhould 
Yhew alſo unto the more learned the Rules of amore exaRt Interpreta« | 
tion of the word, then is hitherto uſed ; that when a matter of doubt is 
moved which ought to bec'decided by the meaning ofthe text 3. there | 
may be a common and infallible method of interpretation knowne.; for 
the finding out of the trute ſenſe thereof, 
"This Le&ure ſhould at one time explaine a whole or halfe a Chapter, 
to ſhew the way of mediating upon the text, /andof interpreting the 
Lame, by a conflant Rule of Spirituall wiſedome, | vs 
: "How much theſethings (i they could be advanced) might tend to the | ( 
ood of this age,and of Pofterity for the'propagating of heayenly know 
ledge in the Goſpel; I ſuppole it is needlefle ro declare: at large ; per- | 
haps the former diſcourſe will ſuffice to make this apparent ; yer ifa more 
allicular dedyfjon of the things belonging to each of theſe. motzons, | 
Jhouldbe required; for to ſhew the manner how.every one of theſe pro-= 
| 5 5rp might be accuttipliſhcd © thatcan calfily be douc ww giyc 7200 
jonto fuch as will:concutrre to fayour thele endeavours, and ſupport | 
"the furtherance thereof, The Lord grant vs all his Grace, to make of all 
'our Talents the beſt uſe, which may moſt tend to his glory, and. the fe. 
ſicity of ovr owne Soules, and of our generation|; and ſuffer us not co he 
\nfaichfull Stewards of his manifold gifts and giaces, e Amor, 4 


_— —_urs of the ſc of ry conc ny to my 
; Oz | hand, ifthis afternoone I had been free, I cl 
; rhaps haye enlarged my ſelfe more then now I 
am able to do, Yet to entertain ſo good a motion 
I hope time ſhal neyer be wanting hereafter to ſup» 
ply what may bee required further of me, rowards 
-- the advancement. of the publicke good, You ap= 
prove of the objeRs propoſed, bur you defire a fur- 
ther relliſh and illuſtration of the ſcopes and meanes. The two objeRs 
which you like moſt of all, the one tor Humane, the other for Divine 
learaing, I will chiefly now infiſt upon, The meanes then toadyancehu- 
inafc learning, aud the reformation of Schools ; is to tlaborate certain 
Treaties, and to pur them forth chat they may be made uſe of by all. 
The firſt of theſe Treaties ſhould be j 5:4) of the Icfeds and of 
the diſorders in teaching and educating children, withthe intimation af 
the remedies thereof, and of the manner of applying the fame unto the 
diſcale, which ſhould be done briefly and ſubltancially. 
| Theſecond ſhould be a direction tor Parents, how to implant” into their 
——_ childrea the leeds of vertue, and to beget inthem a diſpolition- towards 
learning. 
The third, ſhould be a new Alphaberarie, toteach children of five or 
fix years, without any tediouſheſle ro reade and write, as it were in a 
continuall courſe of play and paſtime. ry 
4 Then the SyRenc of things obyious to the fences of children, is t6 
be inſinuated uncotheic imaginations, with the proper names thereof ; 
that they may haye a true conceipt of the ſimpleſt and outward things of 
the world, as a rude matter of that whercot afterward they are ro'te= 
ccive inſtructions. Thele are the fir{t generall prepararives towards 
learning : chen the matters to be taught atero be elaborated. * "Where, 
| firſt there is that which belongeth unto the principles of Religion. - Se- 
condly, that which belongeth co the attainment of languages. 
Jallly, that which belongeth to the attainment of Sciences; whereof'the 
Luſt, viz, concerning Religion three T:catifes age to be put forth.” , 
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| igement of the hiltory of che Bible fired co. the capacicy 
a i ore ole ofa Bite AE 
chings accordingto the ends for which God crexed them, Thirdly, the 
Mme Te , containing briefly the ſubſtance of thar which is tg 
be beleeved, done and hoped for, according to the cleere doArine of the | 
Bible, fitted to childiſh fimplicity and yernot without depth, to be en< 
larged upon towards thoſe that are of riper judgement, then nieere chil< 
dren. Whereunto a direRion is to be annexed, for rhe information of 
the teacher ; that he may know how to enlarge himſelfe upon matters, 
and queſtion thoſe that are youths in a deeper ſence and way, then chil< 
d&renuſc to be queſtioned. 
... Ofche ſecond, viz, of languages, theſe Treaties are requiſite Firſt, a 
direion for their own mother tongue, to knaw the true properties ther= 
of; for it is co bethe rule of underſtanding all other tongues. - Secondly 
for the Latine tongue, or the Greeke and Hebrew ; fourehelps arer9 he 
afforded. Firſt, the introduRien to the ger oteabieg the primitives 
thereof ; which are to be propoſed with their ſignificarions, and yati- 
ations, and their Declenfions and Conjugations. Secondly, the body 
ofthe tongue, containig all the words thereof in the derivations and 
compounds, together with an cafe Grammer and Deny Thirdly, 
the periodicall dotine of 'the language, containing the ſentences & 
ornat manner ofcxpreſfions, together with the riles of elegant ſpeech. 
Laftly* a irefion for the Maſters ofthe language, fhewing the man« = 
her how theſe helps are to be rightly uſed. ( 
- Of Scienccs there ate three degrees, whereof every one is to be hand- 
led in a ſeyerall Treary, The firſt containing the hiſtory of all things, 
which are the ſubjeQs of humane learning, The ſecond, the dogmari- 
call ſubſtance of Sciences, which are the principles and fundamentall 
gruths of humane learning, And the third, the body of Sciences, contai- 
King the LHOeaey branches of humane learning,and the deduQions | 
vhich are infallibly evident, and truly drawn already by other mens la- | 
ours from uniy xlall principles, To which three degrees of Sciences, a 
fourth may. be added ; ſhewing the uniyerſall method of ordering the 
Chovghts, to finde our by our own induftry any truth as yet unknown, 
- nndto xefolye any queſtion which may be propoſed in nature, as the gbe 
"zcRof« rationall medication. = 


(25) 
by the he uſe of theſe Treatiſes, and the prudetie manuduRion of « 

Maſter, the Scholler is brought thus far ; Then another Treatiſe 
Fe fared to i for the perpetuall encreaſe and ad- 
vancement of Sciences, which ſhould containe a full dire&ion concern. 
ing the wayesof ordeting higher Schools, Colledges, and Univerficies, 
end of regulating the exerciſes , which ought to be fer 2 foor therein ; 
That men_ who have attained unto the former degree of perfection,ma 
improve their talents with adyantage one towards another,and towar 
che publicke, without vain- glory, and ftrife, and ſuperfluous repetitions 
of matters already diſcovered z where the manner of writing books and 
Treatiſes, - either for the ripping up of the hidden fecrers of nature, or 
for the examining and reifying or compleating of the writings of other 
mea is alſoto be explained, when firlt the faults and defeRts of Colled. 
ges, and Uniyerfities are layd open, and the abuſes of writing books is 
made known, with the wayes of raking a ſpeedy courſe of leery: 
inthe-one and the other. 

Thus. having given you an 7444 of the wayes and means how to ad+ 
yance humane learning; I will come tothe other object which concer» 
neth divine knowledge to be had from the holy Scripture, by way of 
iriterpretation of the Text, Here alſo ſome matters are fully ro be hand» 
lcd for inſtruction, and direction of thoſe that would come to divine 
knowledge, and ſome exerciſes of the fpitit are to be intended by the 
proficients, The matters to be handled ate thee. | 

x A Treaticor dilcoutle {ſhould be put forch, to ſhew the neceſſitie 
of reading and medicating Scripture, more then men are accuſtomed to 
do, and whatuſe is to be made of the knowledge of the words of the 
Text, both for humane and divine learning in all Kindes ; as well natus 
rall, tending to diſcover the properties and true uſe of things created, as 
civil and politick, trending to ſhew the prudencie of mens carriage one 
towards another, in all ſtates , namely Domeſticall, Republick;, Mo- 
narchicall, and Military ; ſothat it ſhould be made good that no man 
can be truly wiſe, eicher to ſalyation in ſpitituall things, or torhe right 
uſe of —_— in outward things ; whether it be ro make uſe of creatures, 
or. to converſe with men towards happineſie , wicthoue the knowledge 
of the holy Scriptures, which are given to be a generall rule bothof all 
-wiledome and retormation. 

-..2 Thisbeing made good, that the Scripturall knowledge is thus 
neceſſary and aſcfull - aſecond Treaties muſt be ſer forth, cin the 
Wayand manner ofmaking uſe of Scriptures to artain all theſe ends, is 
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ly by exerciſes of more then one togerher,cither'in'a private;or in 2 more 
pu icke way 5 : whet© a:fu[l Idaa of the tieads of means; and of the-de- 
| orecs of progreſſe inmedirationandexctcifes rowards-the infallible ac» 
' tainment of {cripturall — i$'to-be laid open, r | 
| . 3 Theſe rwo generalls being madeknown, the particulars are to be 
inſiſted upon ; where beginning trom the childiſh part of feriprurall in» 
itution , and proceeaing to' the higheſt (degrees of -ſpiricuall 'con- 
rxemplation,- certaine periods of dorine for ſcripterall knowledge; are 
to bediltintly deliyered.: | The firſt period is that! which belongerh to 
children, The fecondto young men, The third to ſuch as are great pro= 
ficients, and may be called Bathers. And the fourth and laſt roDottors 
and teachers of others; The children when they” are inthe courſe of 
bumane learning; and biified to underſtand their mother tongue; and 
to read the hiftoricall-do&rine of the Bible ," may be initiated to reade 
the Text it felfe, as ſoone as thaf#have paſt throtigh the hiſtoticall a- 
bridgement, which I have mentioned heretofore.” Andwhen they come 
wo make ule of their ſecond and third helpe of facred-icripturall know- 
lodge hetetofore mentioned, then 'they' muſt 'be (after they have tun 
them over, ,and-in ſme ſort comprehended thoſe Treatiles brought” ro 
the moralland dc&rinall parts'of the Scripture it felfe, to leartie to ob« 
frye inthe Text, that which in their books they have learned. * A di- 
xetion therefore is to be: ſet-downe in a'briete Treatiſe; haw:. children 
ſhould be made to ſeeand(obſerve in the Scripture'it fee, that which 
formerly -was/ pathered ont virito them, and delivercd in a particular 
Treatiſe;| and this ſhonld |be Cone Carechetically ; fo that as in the 
courle of; humane learning, there were three degrees of knowledge in 
leverall Freatifes to be imparted unto them: |Soalſo in the courſe of 
divine learning, there m:ſt be three degrees of Carecheticall exerciſes, 
' gefcribed/im ar Treanſe 3''to ſhew how that 3n reading the hiſtory it {elt, 
they ought tobe examined, andbrought to anlwer coficerning the paſ- 
lages mentioncdtherein ;| andin reading the|\dogmaticall part, they are 
to-be queſtioned: to make them anſwer from the Text it {elf, unto things 
therein morrally and doQtrinally obſerveable by'their capacity ; fo that 
the Text it ſelfe muſt 'be Toy their Catechiline'from whence th 
Mould leame all dorine of Relivion; © Young men' or children 6friper 
age, when they are learning the languages which'are to be inftrurnents 
of learning "they muſthe all at cnce initiated into the hiftoricalF Sci- 
ence oftbingsthatiare inthe world, and into ſome principles of Arts 
and{Sciences, hich: afterward! are morefullywo' be delivereds® And 
, Shenchey areugthiplakein/lnihematies; chork __—_ 
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h at their own times muſt os s $0 along.) , A further perjod of 
neg fe ee ſuggeted ants them, which is a kinde of 
Aualyticall way, 0 conſidering the principall ſentences of the Text, and 
in fearning to difinguiſh the periods thereof one from another, and in 
4 fingle ſenrefice to know what wie ſubjectup aud prodicatum thereof 
is - and what the connexive and rationative particles of a diſcour 
meane, and ta what uſe they ſerve. In which period, there be again ſe- 
yerall dezrees of matcers to be taught; , whereof a particular Treatiſe 
muſt be compoſed, for the direRion of thoſe that are jo teach yours this 
part of divitie knowledge. | 
When yang men arc become proficients, and haye goren Rtength 

of judgement, en they mult be brought turther, ts the full goRrine of 
Analyticall meditation,whercin are three degrees, Firſt, there is the li- 
terall Analyfis, Secondly, the mateciall, Thirdly, the ſpiriuall Analy- 
fis. The literall Analyſis, is the diviſion of all the ſemrences of che Text, 
according tothe rrue relation whetin they hand in the bare lexer, which 
15 to be confidered.in all the properrie thereof; whereof A particular 
Treatiſe is to be made, becauſe this 15 the ground of allcrue interpreta 
tion ; andif ati errorfall autin this par: of the interpretation, it may 
marre all the xeſt which followerh, The materjall Analyhs, is «he divis 
fion of the things which are mentioned in the ſentences and words of the 
Text, Hcre-tlie'way to finde out the true matter andthe ſcope of a whole 
diſcourſe, and to oblerye the parts thereck ( as they ſtand ſuboxdinat to 
- the ſcope, inthe matter to make up the whole, and the coherence of 
theſe parts one to another ) with the grounds. of theirmateriall relatjon, 
and other things belonging thereuntes ſor to take notice of the ſubſtance 
of things delivered; ang of their order, will require another. Treatide ta 
dire&thoſe that are proficients in the former degree of Analytical knows 
ledge, to adyance unto deeper thoughts. 

The fpiticuall Analyſis, is the diyifion of the Myſtery according to 
the parts of che matters, For incyery_matcriall ſubſtantial cruch af Gods 
Word, there is ſome part of the Myſtery. of Spiiiwall Wiſgdome , and 
how to diſcern this according to the-rule of the: Analogic of faith, 
And how to make uſe of this rule, to dive into the, depth and 
Jiches of Gods wiledome 5 and to know thereby what his working 
is towards our inward, and Spicituall man ; and how the material 
tzuth,is tobe applyed and exalred with a xefleGhan of the Spirit upon 
Chriſt unto a mare heayealy uſe, then the bare xationall contideration 
thereof doth afford_unto.a naturallman ; | Ifay, how todo all this for 
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with God ? # the third degree 


be counted Experienced, and in ſcme reſpe& Fathers in Chriſtianity. Foe 
noneſhould be initiated into this DcArine, bur ſuch as have experience 
of Gods dealing with themſelyes and others, and are conſequently able. 


fom their owne obſervations of Gods working, robear witneſſe to the - 


truth; which the Scripture doth mention ina Myſtery ; and which-cat« 
not be unde; by »ny> but byſuchas can diſcerne-theworke of the- 


Spirit in themſelves, and perceivethe degrees of the worke thereof in; 
3, and conſequently can judge betwixt the true and falſe motions | 


other! 
of the Spirit,.and begun clearly to learne and unde;ſtand the intention: 
of God. in 


intention of God rowards Mankinde in the worke of falvation thro 


Chriſt, ashe is the Head of his Church. Such ] lay, as in the ſtudy of 


ers and notie but. 


ity are come this farre, may be called Fat 
capable of this-third degree of Analyticall Do@trine, And 


Chr 
chey are 


therefore this Tteatiſe is not to be made common, but only ſhould be . 


imparted unto'them alone ;'and that alſo by ſome degrees according to 
the meaſure of their capacity in this, 'becauſe here doth lie the danger of 
Spirituall pride and ſejfe-conceitednefle , which draweth moſt men of 
knowledge headlong into errors and extrayagancies, whereby they cone 
found themſelyes and others ; and draw many ſometimes inco endleſſe 


perdition, when:they are ftubbornly bent to flatter themſelyes in the. 


deecitfull apprehenfion of Spirituall Myſteries, 

' "Thus farall common Chriſtians ſhould be led and tavghe to attaine 
unto dividewiſedome, by way of Scriptura!l Meditation. And befides 
theſe UireRions to be given by way of Treaties; certaine Exerciſes of 
the minde, as well in prjyace ſolitarily, as in company with others, -and 
publickly ſhould be. made uſe of, and might be deſcribed if there were 
ny appearance of hope ; that in theſe troubleſome and unſetled times, 
tion could be laid for the practiſe and trainingup of Chriſtian 

For ifa LeQure were founded in fome 


A 
ſoules in ſuch away of Learning. 


convenient place, wherein the DoEtrinall part of this Science mightbe 


delivered in publicke LeRures, and further beaten our-in private conte- 
rerices ; - then alſo ſuch as would addi themſelves -umo this: Kinde 
of tudy, and give up their Children to be inftruRted by thoſe degrees of 
Humane and Divine Learning might be nor only caught, but atually 
exerciſed & inured by ſome praticall wayes, intothe? of knows 
ledge ; for without ſome cxerciſe fitted to the: capacity of him tharis 
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(git, wherein he. may be brought co apply the rule which he bath” 
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Analytical doftrine and mediation; - 
whereof a ogg Treatiſe ſhould bee elaborated for thoſe thatareto- + 


ular 10 Ws 60 they are ſubordinate unto the maig! 


' beenetauphe tothe uſe wherefore it is given, all infirution in Divine 
eeers; is cithier unuſefull or /hurtfuall, For ualefſe divine inftruRion - 
end inthe fiuit of the Spirit, which is righteoulneſſe & holinefle (which 
withour ſome reall exerciſe cannot be received or entertained, when God 
hach given them in any meaſure) all inſtructions and theoretical direRis 
ons; are but to none effec,” and rather hurtfull then profitable, | becauſe 
| they rend to 2- greater judgement over himthat knoweth the way of 
1 hs wath and doth \not follow it, Therefore it is expedient. to | make 
| many diſcourſes. and treatiſes of thoſe things, and to publiſh the do» 
frine thereof at adyentures,before tryall be made of the praQiſe.and be« 
fore irmay be knowne that thoſe to whom the DoGtine is to be impare 
ted arenoe doggs 3nd fwine, that is te fay,carnall, beafily:-minded men, 
| | tharwill ceare the cxuch by felfe conceited conradidtions-into peeces, 
or if they are led not to contradict ſo much as to afſent.that then they will 
| 


nbe drowne it im the mire of ſenſuall luſt and finiſh worldly minded- 
neſſe. Therefore theſe pearles muſt not be caft beforethe world , but 
ought tube dilpenſed-unto the children of the Kingdome and that with 
| a great deale of diſcretion and ſpirituall prudency, becauſe 'we haye ex» 
| ience,thar eyen the true children of God are not capeable of al things, 
| Fn thar if watrers be not ſuggeſted to them by degrees, they either ger 
aſpirituall ſurfer thereof; fo that their ftomack is ſpoyled and unable to 
| digeſt neceſſary foode when it is propoſed tothem,or clle become drun- 
4 ken with them ,” and {o in the heate of their braiue they are as it were 
| fooliſh and mad inufing them without lobriety and diſorderly, neither - 


| 4 tothcir owne nor other mens edification, As for the DoArine and exe 

exciſes belonging to teachers, to bring them to a demonſitative way of 

+ — of Scriptures, ugg of ewo-torts. The firſt is for the: in» 

| larging of knowledge. & tor the diſcovery ofthe Myſtery of Gods King» 

dome in a DoQtinall or Hortatoric or conſolatorie way-to infuſe knows 

| ledge into others. The ſecond is for deciding of doubes,cither azifing from 

| the words-or from the matter ofthe Text.Of each of theſe waicsas they 

| are to be fitted to higher or meaner capacities, ſome-Treatiſesſhouldbee 

, compiled to ſhew Minifters .both how to divide the words atighrunto 
| their hearers, according to the difference of their Auditoriesdifpoliti 

how to deale:one with another in matters of doubts and-di eo 

; come to a full and fatisfaQtorie decifion of their comtroverfics. \ Theſe 

ewo Treaties are of great concernement.and not-to be put forth till mens 

f wt by afflition,& the pride of learning be.put-down in the 

| : conceit of the worldly wiſe, and of the _ ters ofthis age, which God 

will bring topaſſe, partly by 


outward i partly by th -great 
» i E | 
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m_ vane all fides,. The, then chat: are ingenuous ny call upon 


God for light and direion will finde deeper i principles of truth to reſt 
their foules upon then hicherto they: haye xeceived:- And by theſe God 
willaboliſh thewiſedome of the wile atd the; learning and the-diſpurer 
of thisdge, 1 9 rg that ſeeke wiledome'/in the fimplicity. of the 
word; to/; underſtand: che depths-of Gods coundell-which. are hid from 
the-.great Rabbies of the world, and men.rather addicted to bookiſh Jears 
ning (to tell us what this-or that Author ſaith) then to ſearch atter the 
wiſedomci& demoultration of the ſpiricof & power, by which the:-Apo» 
les an-»preathing the Goſpel wereable to.bring the ſpins of all men 
captiyeintotbeobedienceot Chriſt, And becauſe we neither know the 
Rules of eruc ſpitiruall meditation; to dive intothe things belonging-uns 
to the: Minifterially Doctorall and Paſtorall charge : neither doe wee 
ſincerely ſecke after the rules by which our minds ſhould bec led unto 
knowledge, nor doe;wee excreiſc our {clyes one with-another through 
the communion of. Saints without partiality & unblameably in the waies 
which we know, but we rather adhere to humane doctrines and Opini= 
onating dilputes found in Authors whom we through cu riofity ſecke ate 
ter ard take up Rules at adventure, or by partiall ſquares, and neyer im» 
part unto othcr>in{picituall Gmplicity che truth char God:makerh mani» 
teſt unto us :| bur hugge our felves:in a lelte-conceited flattery wwirh it, 
through the: yaine immagination of a morclſecret knowledge, wherein 
we ſhould be thought to cxcell others. Therefore we that.are Mini ters 
are become unprofitable, and tous God hath made his word, as abc oke 
that is ſealed to that no mancarrreade in it, nor knoweth what to nake 
of the fence thereof, which to a ſunple gogly capacity is moftcleare and 
evident.,/*and maybe clearely explained ailo by+ſuch as will-not ſuffer 
their mindes tor ranne after rheir owne conceirs. 

:zThus:l-hayc cndeyoured . toletyou {ee ſome more light concerning 
therwoobjedg which you chietfly pitch upon ; whereof the'one is Mr, 
Cameninsproper taskeyand the otherts mine; although weeare) bound 
mar toidoe inpubliqueor to bring to;perfection;eitherot thete Merhods 
xvithouroneavorhers advice-and conſent, Becauſe in very deede his 
a25keis no lefle inmy aime,then inhis.owne and mine is reciprocally in 
his/ayme a thing whereuntohe doth ſtbordinace his endeavours; forhar 
themiea £5 ofperſeRingbott wereto. have '#s; burty fer aparrfor) our 
zaskegand (ctledrogerher, in a courie of elaborating thefame by mucn- 
all:communication-one with another, andyith others that-are fir to 
take. of theſe thoughts;and by teaching and exerciſing both our telves and 
W121127 Eg | others 
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(42) 
ethers in theſe Methods, till: God ſhey us the full petiod of time, when 
they ſhould be-brovght forth tothe world, - Job 

I will not mention, as I did -irtend at firſt ary thing concerning the 
ether two taskes wiz.,the matter ot correſpondency'for Union with For- 
raigne Churches, and the matter of PraQtcall Divinity, nor will 1 diſs 
cribe heere the manner of our detlement, which may bee wiſhed rather 
then hoped; for the elaborating of thele taskes to loime good purpole, 
Theſe things I thinke needeleſlc to lay open at this time, yet if it ſhould 
be tound'requifite to thew the feaſcablenefſe of what we aymeatzand 
I have here in lome kinde ipecificd, let mee know thereof by your next, 
and God willing you ſhall receive latisfaftion. The grace of God bee 
with you and direct youin all things unto the maniteltation of his elory, 
through Jefus Chriſt m whom-Ixemaine, 


Your worſhip his moſt faithfull 
London this fixt of t a 
Ian. 1642+ «nd willing fervant, . 


Ioun Dvavs. 
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Sir C. 

Y your laft of the ninth of this Monerh I am glad to underſtand 

that the motions which have becene made unto you, - haye given 

B ſome content. I hechicte thing which I aymed at,was togive youl 
ſome reall ſativfaction toſo equitable a demand, & lo-anhywerable 

co the ay me of my (tudics, Init confefle that the univerlality/of thac 
good which is to bee ſought for, in the Kingdome of God, wheregt-I 
labonr to approve my lelfe a true member ;z is lo dilpraportionate tothe 
capacity & affections of moſt men,that I haye hitherto dealt withal{lwho 
-2xe;ordinarily bent to a particular of their owne ;, more then-4o-;a reall 
publike-good)that I could never yet-meete with any-aftedtionate Patrons 
who was willing and ready to undertake the advancemens df fuch-mat- 
ters for:themlelyes, and to the ends for whxch God doth puethem in our 
hearts,who inthe midlt of ſtraigbes and infirmities;carmotleaye the pro= 
ſecuting/ thereof, although for love:to-ſuch objes. through neglect of 

 ourſelyes weare put ro a non-lubfitance, I meane Maſter ComenizsNr. 
our taskes be differenty yet naare 
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without one anothers helpe| and affiſtance, But it is no new thi 


| 042) 
#11 three in a knorfharers of one anothers labours, and tan —_ 
to 


fach as ſerve God without reſpeR to private ends, to ſpend and be ſpenc 


and receive no incourapement from the world, Therefore alſo we can 
have patience, and waite upon Gods providence till hee ſhew what uſe 
he will make of our talents, which we have dedicated unto his ſervice,to 
be i mployed and fer a worke in any place where wee ſhall qu to che 
oveſture to be made by him, onely our end muſt alwaies be anſ{wera- 
ble untothe guift beſtowed upon us, viz, publique and unrverlall, becauſe 
we know «3x Gods intentions, that his goodnefle and glory ſhould 
not be conccaled nor ingroffcd by any, burrmade common. to all that can 
partake thereof, who-are not doggs and ſwine, whoſe.cuftome is toteare 
and trample good things under their-feere. Now the overture which 
you haye made, if it be trom him, I make no doubt but hee will make it 
apparent to us, 8 then you may be ſure,that on ourpart nothing ſhall be 
wanting wherewith God hath inabled us, to further the publique gbad. 
For rs we profefle not to ſeeke our ſelves in any thing, & diſwade others 
from ſuch an ayme;ſo we ſhal be found no waies difficill to comply toc 
thers in any 1eaſonable motions which ſhall nor prejudg the liberry of 


publique communication of the beſt things, whichin the kingdome of 


God muſt alwaics bee inviolably oblerved.Bur how thele things wherein 
we-think we could bee ſeryiceable unto the publique migh: be made uſe 
of; is not yet apparent vntoyou partly becauſe you haye not as 4t ſecmes to 
me fully conceived the meanes of propagating the good which we aimc 
at, partly becauſe. you are notaflized of the inclination of thoſe that 
awould contribute their affiſtance unto the furthering of the ſame, I then 
miuſt tell you that whichyou ſecme not rightly-to appreien:!.concerning 


* A , n RX -, 
the Mcanes, which is, that beſides the elaborating of certcine Teatiles | 


(which indced is but a tranſent a&tion,& if that were all to-be done;then 
a tranſient contribution for the elaborating ofthele Treatiſes might ſuf- 
fice the exercitarion ofthe\minds of thoſethat are to make uſe of the trea-= 
ties,& the breeding of Schollers in our way of know iedge is nolcfle, if 


'-not mote effeQuall tor the ſcope intended, then the elaborating and pelt= 


ning ofthe Treaties, "The Treaties containe but the material part of the 


- worke, buttheexcerciles' of the minds of Schollers and the traming of 
_ Schooles in humane learning,& the 2&uail introduction & manudu&t- 
_ onof the Spirits of Chriftians,to ſcripturalt wiledom & mediation is the ® , / | 

- forme & pri | / 
' mever fowell 


part of the bufineſſe to be intended. Bookes though 
| penned are but dead inſtruments by themſelyes ( witnefſe 
the holy Scriptures, whichfew make good uſe of now adaics)bur if thoſe 
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infirumemnsbe in the had of an 
wafir ſubjeR; chen-ſorne good efiet may be 
Fore if a 
both to elaborate the Treaties, and to apply them to ute, - 
Schellers by them, then the meanes would be fully anſwerable to the 
arrainement of the ends, which you POINRO have propoſed, From 
whence you tay gather an-antwer tochar which you propoſe concerning = 
The uſc of themeanes by pablique authority, upon all foundations alrea= 
Uy made. Firſt the foundztions already made, have their owne orders 
and confiitutions, which-are not well altexable. Secondly, men that ate 
thabicuared roa-cuſtome ofther owne, and thinke-thernielves to be Do« 
Qtors and Mafters of Sciences, are not brought by the glu of any 
booke; thongh never ſo well penned, 'to alter their courſe of reaching, 
And laftly; Chniſts rule is alfo obferyable, that-new wine ſhould be pur 
'Intonew borrels, And therefore if a new foundation could bee had, ic 
would 'bee = great deale more anſwerable ts the ſcope. and when the 
frame of thar foundation ſhould appeare, and the uſefulneſſe of that way 
'of educating 'Schollers, and training up of Chriſtians unto 
wifedome ſhould beapproved ; then other foundations might be indit« 
ced to follow, and King and State moved to introdnce the lame in other 
places.” Or ifuponthis motion which you have received the Patliamenx 
at this time ſhould be moved co apply a foundation which hath nocure, 
and when itfaltes yoideunto themaintenance of theſeendeayours :'This 
would hee all one as if a new foundation were raifed , and iperhaps..this 
"might bee done with no great difficulty at this ſeaſon, if choſe that have 
power with Parliament men would ſhew their zeale for the publique 
good in this kinde, to further the maintenance of ſuch undertakings | 
allowances from foundanons formerly made for rhe publique good, and 
now peryerted t private cnds. = MHATEF, HL 1. 44 
From! alt whitth you may ſeerharan anfwers joyour donbtconcerning 
2Qions tranlient, and of their owne nature not reiterable ſhould be this, 
that indeede there is {ſomething in this worke trankienrwhich needeth 
not to be reiterated, bur that is notthe principall by which the- ſcope is 
Atraine, /Bur fome other thing Ho there which is net tranfient, and 
muſt be rejterated continually, which 15 the chic fe part ofthe vvorke, and 
therefore requireth ſore tongant foimdarion, that the Apenrs ofthe 
 worke may ſet theniſelyes' apart watrend ir without ction , tmto 
' which now forwant of ſetlement they are conrimually ſubje&, which is a 
hindrance to bothparrs ofthe wotke ar once, As fp ans ohh 
With the money »Teotceivethathethoul judge with hirtclſe, whar he 
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4s'able'to doe, and whether he thinkerb a preſenc helpe or. 2 foundation of 
pexpetuity-ro bee things of 'an cquall /indiffe;ency. Ay "+ rp) 
therrnotbfan equall in differency, for the reaſons now, alleadged; yer i 
:be that will part with the money, ſhould be more willing td give a pre> 
ent belpe, or more able to.doc- ir thento ſettle a perpetwall foundation: 
And if that helpe would reach fo farre as to maintaine the Agents till 
they canelaborate the Treaties and make all things tully rcady tos to be 
_ applyedio uſe, I conceive that this might bee well done, and I will pro- 
:p9ſe the matter ro Maſtcr Comenin:s and Maſter Harthb,to whom I have 
-not as; yet-:ſpoken of this particular + For wee are bound to. doe things 
with mutuall' advice. As for that which in the laterend of the letter 
ou ſay' of foundations, that;in them there is a temptationof the Authors 
| living in them, 4, doe not well know-what you meanc thereby,-nordoe-I 
conceive affy inconvenience inthe liring of any man with us, if wee bee 
. but ſer a-part and upheld to'intend. our bufinefle cherefully without di- 
ſtraRion: Thus you ſee what I thought good to impart. fixther towards 
your information in'this buſineſſe, I beſcech the Lord to dizeR both you 
and us in all our deliberations and intentions , to. advance the. ſeryice 
pkg we owe unto him atd his Church in Jeſus Chriſt, for whoſe ſake 


vr, Yortr aſſured. friend aud 
; London, this IN faithfall ſervant, 


Jan. 1641. * | 
Hg TJoun Duargy, 
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The Coppy of a Letter to $, H. 
Loving friend, 


Yb Galathians,which once at Elbing 1 put eo paper:lI pray.you {ct Sir 
u 


i 


« C-iee it upon occafion,or others allo,that they may:judge what the uſcful- 
| nefſe of this kind of Study may be,and why, that I have affeRcd and lo 
;yed ſo much the Scripturall Medication and Preaching of this nature 
_ zebich —aptpurnmhas os whole or halfe Chaptersat a time. 
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will finde the fare” benefic, whereunco I could wiſhto be arr inficumieht 
to bring ll mien aſwell as any oneor two. The Lord” enlighten all oug 
eyc9 ih his knowledge,and ie$t us inthe right uſe thereof? Tet | £15 

| Yonr afeQionate friend, 1 


]. DuntvYF, 


MER. Appendix to the Galathians, as the occafion of Reſolving this 
Epiflc thus ar the firſt was my fincere purpole and indeayour to fir 
lip my Auditory to the Reading and Mcditation of the Sctiptures, ſo now 
my ſincere affeRtion & wiſh is to beſeech theLord that this may be an'ocs 
Calion'to others who intend to edifice their hearers to take the Fike courle 
in hand: For I bave found and doe finde daily by experience thit thete 
is no truly and abſolutely gronnded knowledge of the Myſteries of Sal. 
yation bur in che Scriptures, and that to apprehend it in them; there is no 
other meanes bur Prayer and conftant Meditation, and that to meditate 
rightly, there is no fure way, bur fictt to lay afide all prejudicate opinions 
in giving over onesſclfe to bee 'captived by the evident ſence of phaine 
places. Secondly, tolay hold of aquict minde in {nſpending and capti= 
yating ones felfe from raſh reſolutions till it pleaſe the Lord to reveale 
the ſence in donbtfull and obſcure places : And thirdly neyer to ſettle 
fully andinfallibly the mind toreſt in any thing till it be evident that all 
the parts of the diſc-.urſe in the ſcopes and matters of every one of them 
aniwer diredtly in all reſpe&ts to eſtabliſh that truth which is Cones 
ded to be abſolutely infallible,vwhen it is found that a place is fo confres 
med by the joynt coherence and reference ot all places ofthe ſame treatie 
unto it, with a mutuall harmony.and agreement of alcogether to the as 
nalogie of faith ; Then a man may infallibly conclude of the meaning'of 
aplace, ( and as I ſuppoſe) not before then ; Now to comprehend the 
joynt coherence and harmonically difſonant references of all the parts 
and partictes of a treaty, me thinkes it is yery neceflary to goe exceeding 
warily and orderly tw worke, for we are cafily deceiyed either by Phi» 
loſophicall or Rhetoricall conceits of humane wiledome, or clſe by incie 
dent irhaginations of our owne to which readily wee are bent to force 
all co agree, wracking ir and wreſting it to our” purpoſe, {© char if wee 


28 'a"torture whereupon wee binde the-places.of re ard rac! 
ing them with yiolence we make them confeſſe and ſpeake what we will 
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be takenfirſt of all iv anRifying and purifying 
iappagateonates a man undertake i 
CrAvi CE, ang, DY: auming or | 

Gd eoeain to the ey Ct of the teſtimony, of Jeſug Chrift, 
thathe may be-ſerved and glorifyed according to a good conſcience in 
the obedience of faith. Secondly in proceeding in the work it ſelfe by 
degrees not-caſting, firſt a Mould of thine owne, and: then traming it 
akerwaids with the tool as Aarondid his galden cate, bur framing 

all che parciculars ſeverally, according tothe. Patexne which. than ſhels 
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ſee inthe mount of the Analogie, of taithfull and foupd doArine, and 
then joynting and connceRing all thole togerher: every. one. in .ifs .9Wne 


ha, and forearing it up-to be one body as/Molcs. did his.tabexaagle of 
the Lordz.and to frame thele paniculazs.canyenicnthy, (if 1 were togive 
this my advice how ic muſt be done-til the Lord enable me more fully fog 
preſent 1 only can faythus much, me thinkgour belt cole, is ro follgw 
the type,as I rake it wiedge,let torhinExzeke/ 474where it is laidy 
that waters did flom. from the howſe of God by degrees of, 4 pih, which I 
think may, be Allegorized thus '+ Thexe be foure degrees. of Exgkiels 
| aconghihs waters, the firſt is.up to the Andes, the ſecond is up 
tothe kneesthe third is. up tothe loynes,20d che fourth is upto.the, head 
and cares; and above fo, that there. was, no way to. paile aver but by 
ſwimwing, letus/alſo wadein the wa'e:8of life commined inthe Scrip. 
tures by.the ame degrees, and I, doubt not but we ſhall go lately with. 
qutdanger:Firfh letius po with ougunderflandings bur up tothe ancles, 
wwhese the watersare/{ballow, thas is. leg us compre the true and 


30:05 reahabv6 ptgje openly.oftexing themfelves-unzo. us, 


Thizdly.Jet us. go from: thelg wareriall poines, and ſencences after tha 


pattsin one bodygand kojtthem togerber as it were inche-place 


ef-<ppginRian where ſuperiour ard inkecicus. parts meer cogethes, as | 
inthe loyacs. ofa wan, and that isdoney when we conceive arighe of all: 


the razianall conneQtions of, theſe, ſeveral]; fencences in. joyning, as, the 
; doirequizewoue ſentence-to.ancther romake 


LS, #7, 3:4; 


plain hterab lence ang pbraſe-ology ot-the text felt, then afterwards lex 
us wadeiptothe knees,thar is, les us uitend. ro-conccive the leverall and: 
eviden;ly diſtin fenienceand clear points of inltn'Rion, or exhortar 
wechem-as vwee them, plainely, diſting:iſhed. by ,themlelyes. . 


| "> ar canccived tochiugs more.materiall which. binde up, all, the - 
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' the whole treatie« and of che.ch 


 rers;to bring forch our fruits in due ſeaſon, Amen, And as forme, beloved, 
: "as have wiſhed ar the beginning ſo do Tnow wiſh and, pray-againe, | 
that it wonldipleaſethe Lord to-move the-hearts of teachers to. propole - 


furniſhing uneo-them{ufhcientdireRions andability to 
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done, it.is permizted toa an rwgolo fare, ast ftretch forth bis armes, 
andto fwimme; then you. may - come; io: the waters, which; cannot be 
alſed over, tccaule they 


ſhall m:your mind-riſe to-be a river,and thatis; 
whes you ſhall inthe feare of God1eckocomprehend the whole. drift 
6f the fpiric of knowledge, in the whole treaty, and inallihe | 
ix.as:they arc both ſeparately. and conjoymly-dilpoſed in a courle 
of ſubordination or coordination; when you ſhall ogy} in. the 
enely marter and-ſcape both: the mune; the dircet, the collagrall 
relpeets, aſwell of fentences and words for the marrer, as of faſhions of 
propoſing them and confirming them, andco'1cluding them for the man» 
nec, when finally, you ſhall be able, by the- perpetuall collation, of. all 
things pr toſceafircameandtiver of wiſedome flowing, comti» 
Ja foch a breadehanddepth, that none can paſſe over. ir, from, 
one beginning ro-one end by continual conſequences of infinite drops 
and reipo&ts of knowledge whuch 9 monyi8. 2 one bedy. of waters, 
and chus you mult go'( tn every paſſige, wholgcyer thou arr) not- of 
thine owne motioti fo much, as by the leading of the mags that haty the 
Nacin his hand (of whom look 7/a. 28. 16, 1-7;andelfwhere).and thug 
thou m:lt go berwixr every: paſlage, leaving a;convenient diftance/agd 
no: ha{tily-nor raſhly, aud thus ehou mult go;notcomming te the; fourth, - 
dezrce-ti)tchou be broughcthrough the three firſt degrees, tor: Ezekict 
was broughtthr them firſt-and then he-cels us by.experience whag 
depth they were of, but when he.comes to the laſt, he contellerh chaz 
neither he himfelfe, nor any-man elſe could paſle oyer the waters, teach. 
ing-us bychatexpericnce the rule which Sainc Peer fers downe-clearly, 
2-Pet. tr, 20. No propheſie of the Scripture is of any private'interpreta= 
tion, 3x. inc 1912.09, of relolution, fo then thou, mult New 
yer be ſo confident and full thine owne ſence; but thou muſt 

in the-fear of God be-ready to-heare ochers allo, for perhaps thyneigh« 
bour hath ſwimmed as far-as:thou, Now the Lord of his mercy lead un- 
to-us the Spirit.of direftionand knowledge, of -merknefle and; love to - 
bear-0ne-with another, and to learne-willingly of him one- by another, 
#far lo-we may become trees of lite. planted by the-rivers.of theſe was 
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their flocks che body of 'the Scripture iv lolfe, as iwere- ina lumpe, | 
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eate in it diligently for themſelves, and to propole to others cheit hears: | 
ers in lively practice and clear iniſtirutions, hoth evidentexamples;-and 
manifeſt rules how to exerciſe their hearts underfiandingly in; it, ro-the 
growth of knowkdge atid the unity'ot/ faith; whichnow-a: dayes isfo 
reatly requiſite, for all men are now ,for -the- moſt part- drunken with 
ir e\ne opinions; reeling to and fro in uncenainties, -aud the more 
ignorant ſort, which is oft times ſuch as think themſelyes the wiſeſt; ate - 
£ incapeable of true heayenly wiſedome-thatallthings delivered unts 
them out of the Sctiptures,'mult be delivered as-unto lite babes, line 
apon line, precept upon precept, here alittle and there a lirtle; and: fo 
we alwaies ſtay inthe very clements of knowledge, and never go for- 
ward to perteCtion, boca we caniot bear one with, another; and hear 
one another with patience, becauſe we pray not one\-tor! another, that 
thitigsunknowh may be revealed, but we blame ane- another; and- fuſ- 
pe one another,and enyie one another to our mutuall deftrution; nowy 
the Lord of his mercy mend theſe hings both in the reachers and in the 
hearers, that by the faichfull prayers and endeayours of Gods people, 
once at laſt the divine order of the holy wiledome- of God revealed in 
the Scriptures; may be made manifeſl :for me thinkes,- that Babilon 
which is the Latulion of 'the whole world'in all things, -but : chiefly} int 
the originall language of Canaan, which ig- the truelence of the :Scrip= 
eures, will never be overthrowne:- till this generall order -of the-text un 
- the uniforme ſence-of all the diſtin& parts of- it be raiſed up by God,and 
brought forth as a true Zorubbabell to confound this conifuſton of uncer= 
raine ſences, and when this ſhall-be effeftuared by the Lord -of Hoſts, 
who is wonderfull in counſels, and excellent in working, then Iam.ſure 
that the queſtion ſhall be determined who ought to be judge of contro» 
verfies,the Pope or the Scriptures;then Atheiſts mouches whu acknow-- 
ledge not the divinitic of ic ſhall be ſtopped, and all choſe that ſeek the 
Lord,ſhallfind him,and be fedd with underſtanding,for there is ſuch an 
incomprehenhble extent of knowledge in a little-parcell or book 'of the 
Scriptures,and {o uniforme a ſence and lightthrough the manifold parts 
of it,that I cannot compare the parts of it more fitly then unto the body 
of the Sunne in our worldly firmament, which though in appearance it 
feemes but a hand breadth, yer-ir fils the whole world. with the: glory 
of one light by the-meanes of infinite beames, making up-but.one ſtream 
of refplendencie on eyery ſide alike defuſed, fo is it with. one epiſite eyen 
with every one ofthe epiſtles, they are but as a hand breadth in ſub- 
ſtance, but ele cet knowledge; through the infinire reſpes and zefes 
rences-of *hyets parts as of 'grear beames;they/areableto fill the whole 
<4 + 5 4 | | C 
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cond creation of an erernall world ( 
pealle inthe Scripeures, the yery decrees and precepts of af 


1, ahd the heart of every living ſoulewith the refplendencie of the 
glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chrilh, and ,as Ideors that wote not 
what.optike or ricall demonſtxations mean, cannot beleeye or perceive 


beames of- the Sunne among[t themſelyes, and a fubordi 
ſpeakably and incomprehenſfibly exact order inthe diſpoſition of all the 


parts of. light, ſo the ſpirituall Jdeots that haye no optike Organs, it is, | 


no-maryaile that they never beleeye nor {ce any order to be in the body. 
of the Scripturcs, but ſo many of you as can make evident demonſ{trati- 
ons, or expetimencallcryals, in gathering the beamcs of the light toge= 
ther in.your looking glafles, to-doe by the meanes of refraction, or re- 
fleRion, ſome wonderfull effeR, either of repreſentation or of burning, 
in the hearts, and before the. eyes. of godly ſoules, you (I ſay) may 
know and<can ſec, that in this light isnot onely an excellent order and 
diſpofitionoof all the parts of it, but alſo the yety caulz of all order that is. 
or cyer {halbe-inthis world foreyen as darknes is the mother of all con- 
fakon & diſorder,becaule it bears under its wings as it were the ſhadow 
of 'ideſtruftion, and the nature of a Chaos, and as light is the mother of 
comlineſſe and.order, ſetting forth and making manifelt by che _onely 
preſence of it ſelfe, the whole decency, diftinRion, varietie, uaitie, and 
ſymmerri 
whole worl@,fo alfo ignorance hath been hitherto the mother of Babel, 
and knowledge ſhall beget Zorubbabell, now no knowledge is certaine 
but that which is inthe word of God, eyen as no light is pure light but: 
that which comes from heaven by the fame, therefore that light can 
onely and ſhall bring all order and righteous diſpolition off all Nings in- 
the church and world, for in it onely ts the true weight, meaſure, pro- 
portion.,and ſituation of every thing,and by it onely the diſpoſition of the 
Creatour who hath framed every thing molt orderly and decent:y can 
be made manifeſt untomankind, and can any now be ſo ſencelefle as to 
think, that that word and light, which is wal nel 

order in everything ſhould want order and be confuſed in it ſelf? can any 
be fo confuled in judgement,and drowned in fooliſh and diforderly ima» 
ginations, as to think that Gods ſpirit ( who by wiledome hath in the firſt 


creation-of this (9 pr Fg ordered all things in fo admirable a> * 


manner, that whoſoever beholds it eannot but acknowledge the infinite 
providence of the workmen of fo ſtrange a frame ) ſhould nor in the ſe- 
which is his church) order and exe 
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beirald theni, that there is an, orderly diſpoſitions of the. 
Ag proceed=, 
ing.of their pares from the body of the Sunne; and that, there is an. un-, 


diſpoſition, of everything in heaven a:d carth, and of the * 


muſt be the onely cauſe of” 
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